Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LISBON 06030 102109Z 
14 

ACTION LAB-04 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 

NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 L-03 NSC-05 PA-01 

PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 ( ISO ) W 

079791 

R 101802Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4580 
INFO USMISSION NATO 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 
CINCLANT NORFOLK VA 
USNMR SHAPE BRUSSELS BEL 
CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON ENGLAND 

CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 6030 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, PO 

SUB J : LABOR UNREST AT MILITARY REPAIR FACILITY 

1. SOME 4,000 CIVILIAN WORKERS AT MILITARY SUPPLY AND REPAIR 
DEPOT (OGMA) AT ALVERCA, NEAR LISBON, STOPPED WORK OCTOBER 10 IN 
PROTEST DEMONSTRATION. DISPUTE ORIGINATED OCT 2 WHEN CORKERS COMM 
ISSION CALLED FOR PURGE OF ALVERCA COMMANDER, BRIGADIER ESPEDINA, 
AND HIS STAFF. COMMANDER RETALIATED BY BANNING WORKERS COMMI- 
SSION FROM REPAIR DEPOT. A NEW WORKERS COMMISSION CALLED FOR 
DEMONSTRATION OCT 10 SUPPORTING REINSTATEMENT OF BANNED WORKERS 
WITH BACK PAY. 

2. ALVERCA INSTALLATION HAS CONTRACTS FOR REPAIR WORK ON 
AIRCRAFT OF US NAVY AND AIR FORCE OF FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY. 
CONTRACTS ACCOUNT FOR APPROXIMATELY 20 PERCENT OF ALVERCA'S 
WORKLOAD. WORK STOPPAGE AFFECTS MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OPERATIONS 
OF THESE ACTIVITIES. 

3. PROLONGED WORK STOPPAGES ARE UNUSUAL IN PORTUGAL. USUAL 
OUTCOME SINCE ADVENT OF REVOLUTION HAS BEEN FOR WORKERS TO GET 
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THEIR WAY, OR AT LEAST BULK OF THEIR DEMANDS. HOWEVER, NEW 
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SIXTH PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT IS ATTEMPTING TO ADOPT A HARDER LINE 
BOTH BECAUSE OF ECONOMIC REALITIES AND BECAUSE SOME COMMUNIST- 
CONTROLLED UNIONS ARE SEEKING TO PROVOKE LABOR UNREST. 

CARLUCCI 
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